
ROCHDALE BOROUGH COUNCIL

TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE CHAIR’S REPORT TO THE COUNCIL

REPORT OF CHAIR OF THE MIDDLETON TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE TO THE 
MEETING OF THE COUNCIL ON WEDNESDAY 17TH OCTOBER 2018 

Thank you Mr Mayor for the opportunity to report to the Council the latest 
developments on various matters relating to Middleton Township.

Township Committee
Middleton Township Committee Meeting will take place on Thursday 11th October 
2018 and will be my second Township Committee as Township Chair.  At the time 
of writing this report we aren’t able to confirm what is on the agenda, but we expect 
to receive presentations, including; 

 Burnside Community Centre 
 Rochdale Draft Allocations Plan consultation  

Township Sub-Committees and Working Parties
The cycle of sub-committees which took place in this quarter, and some of the 
issues raised are detailed below:

Devolved Funding and Devolved Services Sub-Committee
The Middleton Township Devolved Funding and Services sub-committee will take 
place on Wednesday 24th October 2018, again at the time of writing this report we 
haven’t yet received the report, but we will receive a number of applications, 
including; 

 Manchester Old Road Limited Waiting 
 Dropped Kerbs request on Manchester New Road, Worcester Road and 

Moss Lane 

Regeneration
The Middleton Regeneration Group met on Monday 24th September 2018 and 
discussed a number of items including; 

 Neighbourhood Planning Presentation 
 Warwick Mill 
 Providence Chapel 
 Long Street Methodist Church School
 The Nowster 
 Saxonside 

Middleton Environment & Culture Forum
The Middleton Environment and Culture Forum took place on Wednesday 11th July 
2018, and discussed a number of items including; 

 Updates from the Members groups here in Middleton. 
 No Entry Signage 
 Waste and Street Cleaning 
 HIT Team work 

PACT Meetings (Police and Community Together) held this quarter;



The Ward PACT meetings will take place as follows; 
East – Thursday 6th December 2018 
North – Thursday 8th November 2018
South –  Monday 26th November 2018  
West – Wednesday 14th November 2018 
Hopwood Hall – Thursday 8th November 2018

Police & Councillor Briefing 
Middleton Members will meet with the Middleton Neighbourhood Inspector and 
Sergeant on Thursday 1st November 2018, and will discuss any ongoing issues 
including ASB and Burglary. These meetings take place in addition to very regular 
dialogue with the Neighbourhood Officers here in Middleton, and I am very proud of 
the strong relationship with have with our local Policing team.  

Middleton Township Chairs Highways, Street Lighting and Environmental 
Management Briefing
The Middleton Township Chairs Highways, Street Lighting and Environmental 
Management Briefing took place on Thursday 4th October and we discussed a 
number of updates from the Officers who attend this meeting.   I would like to take 
this opportunity to thank these Officers for taking the time out to meet with myself 
and the Township Vice Chair and updating us at these meetings.  

Middleton Planning Panel Meeting 
Middleton Planning Panel continues to take place on a monthly basis and provides 
Middleton Members with the opportunity to discuss any applications received with 
the Planning Officer.  We have representation at the meeting from each ward. 

News Stories 

Middfest 2018 
Since the last report, Middfest 2018 took place on Sunday 22nd July 2018, and I am 
very proud of the work done, managed by Middleton Roundtable to deliver a 
successful event here in Middleton.  The weather for the day was good, and I was 
very pleased to see a huge turnout of local people coming together to enjoy the 
event.  Planning is underway for next year’s event, and I look forward to updating 
you all in due course with the planned date for next year! 

Middleton Artwork 
Whilst at Middfest 2018 I met with a very talented local artist, Steve Whitworth, who 
is currently working on two beautiful pieces of artwork to be displayed in Middleton 
Library.  Steve is a very talented artist, born in Middleton who spends a lot of his 
time creating artwork designed to invoke memories, representing the history of the 
Town.   Steve has advised us that he will donate his fee to the Fire Brigade Charity. 
I look forward to inviting you all to a grand unveiling in the coming months.

Middleton Members Visit to Hopwood Hall 
Members also took part in a visit to the beautiful Grade 2 Hopwood Hall, which 
unfortunately I couldn’t attend, but I have received a detailed update from the visit, 
including lots of very interesting pictures from the day.  Members are continuing to 
work with Officers to ensure the future of the Hall and we look forward to updates 
regarding the future of the beautiful Hall.  



   

Link4Life Presentation and Update on Middleton Arena 
Members met with Andy King, Chief Executive of Link4Life and Andrew Entwistle, 
Middleton Arena General Manager on Wednesday 19th September 2018 and we 
discussed the challenges that are facing Middleton Arena and the leisure industry.  
All agreed that Middleton Arena is fighting back against challenges and we look 
forward to meeting again in December for further discussion with Andy and 
Andrew.  

Stanycliffe Luncheon Club 
I am incredibly proud of the work being done by a small group of people to restart 
the luncheon club at Stanycliffe and would welcome everyone to attend the opening 
on Thursday 18th October, from 11am.   A lot of work has been done to ensure that 
the Luncheon Club is accessible for all older people throughout Middleton and we 
very much look forward to the launch party, which will be supported by external 
organisations such as Ring & Ride.  

Middleton In Bloom 
Middleton In Bloom judging took place on Tuesday 24th July 2018, and a lot of hard 
work went into ensuring that the route and wider Middleton looked fantastic.  I 
would like to thank the In Bloom volunteers and Officers from Environmental 
Management for all their continued hard work.  The Awards are expected to take 
place in November; we await the result of the competition and hope the team’s hard 
work has paid off and they exceed last year’s Silver Award.  

   

Middleton Firework Display
The annual event will take place at Bowlee Community Park on Tuesday 30th 
October 2018 and we look forward to another fun filled event.  



Middleton THI 
The Middleton THI Scheme has now come to an end, and what a programme end it 
was with an unveiling event taking place at the Long Street Methodist Church 
Schools, attended by local dignitaries including the Deputy Mayor and Greater 
Manchester Lord Lieutenant.  The work done to the school buildings is remarkable 
and wouldn’t have been possible without the support from RBC Officers and Project 
Board Volunteers.  I would like to take this opportunity to say a very special thanks 
Christine and Geoff Grime, who have worked tirelessly over the last 5 years to 
ensure the success of the THI Scheme in Middleton. 

Oktoberfest 2018 
This year’s event took place on Saturday 29th September, and it was great to see 
many people from throughout Middleton come together to celebrate the annual 
event. There was a lot to do on the day, with bands such as Son Primo, The Late 
Show and others keeping the crowds entertained throughout the day.  A number of 
food stalls and independent breweries took part and ensured another successful 
event. 

Charity Event at La Minhaz Restraint in Middleton in aid of Springhill Hospice 
I was very proud to attend a recent fundraising event in aid of Springhill Hospice at 
La Minhaz here in Middleton; the evening was a great success with over £2,270 
raised for this very worthy cause.  

Middleton Brass Band 
Middleton Township recently considered an application from Middleton Brass Band 
for financial support to enable the group, who had won regional finals, to participate 
in the National Finals Brass Band Contest held on 15 September 2018 in 
Cheltenham and Members were very pleased to support the Band with over £5,000 
of financial support.  We have recently been delighted to hear that the Band has 
won the Second Section National Title, which is a first in the history of the band.  I 
am sure my fellow Councillors will share my congratulations to the group!  
 

Thank you Mr. Mayor, I will be pleased to answer any questions from Members of 



the Council about these or any other matter relating to the MiddletonTownship 
Committee.

Councillor Donna Williams  
Middleton Township Chair


